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An overview of Changing the Picture: A 
national resource dedicated to the 
prevention of violence against 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Women 



Development process

Å Advisory Group of 11 Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women (via public EOI 
process).

Å Extensive literature review ςprioritizing 
publications by Indigenous authors and 
organisations

Å Formal review by seven Indigenous 
academics and practitioners, and ANROWS



Aims of the resource
- Inform a deeper, intersectional understanding of violence against 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and its underlying drivers; 
in order to:

- Identify what is needed for effective prevention. 

- Guidance to support evidence-informed, intersectional approaches to 
prevention policy and practice, across jurisdictions and sectors. 

- Improve practice effectiveness and resource allocation by articulating 
principles of good practice. 

- Showcase examples of existing work, to offer lessons to be learned, or 
approaches that could be replicated or adapted in other contexts.



Three part resource

Action framework
(main document)

Background paper
Exec summary 6-pager



2. 
Overview of key content



Background paper
Å How the resource was developed, including 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander engagement

Å Rationale ςwhy this resource is needed

Å The current picture: prevalence statistics, specific 
dynamics and impacts of violence against 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women

Å Builds a conceptual model for understanding this 
violence and its underlying drivers

Å Intersectionalapproach: combines an 
understanding of the impacts of colonization, 
trauma and racism; with a gendered analysis



Key messages from the conceptual model

Å Violence against Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women is a national problem, requiring 
a national solution.

Å This violence is perpetrated by men of all 
cultural backgrounds, Indigenous and non-
Indigenous, and in diverse settings and 
geographical contexts

Å This violence has ΨǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΩ to violence against women 
generally

Å The drivers of this violence (next slide) are 
complex and intersecting



Understanding Intersectionality

The term 'intersectionality'was coined by African American woman, Kimberle 
Crenshawin 1989as a way to help explain the oppression of African-American 
women.

It is important to understand the concept of intersectionality when engaging with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOe5-UsQ2o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOe5-UsQ2o


The underlying drivers of violence against 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women




